
 

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2023 

 

Mr. Doug Vincent-Lang 

Commissioner 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

Office of the Commissioner 

1255 West 8th Street 

Juneau, AK  99811 

 

Dear Mr. Vincent-Lang: 

 

Thank you for your letter requesting the removal of the St. George Unangan Heritage National 

Marine Sanctuary and Alaĝum Kanuux̂ National Marine Sanctuary nominations from the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Office of National Marine 

Sanctuaries Inventory of Successful Nominations. 

 

The sanctuary nomination process and the sanctuary designation process are two separate, 

distinct processes that have differing levels of community and stakeholder involvement.  While 

the St. George Unangan Heritage National Marine Sanctuary and Alaĝum Kanuux̂ National 

Marine Sanctuary nominations are both in the Inventory of Successful Nominations, inclusion 

does not guarantee that NOAA will begin the designation process.  NOAA is not considering 

initiating the designation process for either site at this time.  

 

Though both areas may remain in the Inventory of Successful Nominations, NOAA is not 

moving forward with a national marine sanctuary designation.  Should NOAA decide to move 

forward with designation, the process is both highly public and participatory – and often takes 

several years to complete.  We have prepared the attached document that addresses some of the 

other questions we have received from you and regional stakeholders.  

 

We recognize the State of Alaska’s concern and continued interest in the St. George Unangan 

Heritage and Alaĝum Kanuux̂ National Marine Sanctuary nominations and designation 

processes, and we will keep you informed in advance of any new Federal actions and 

announcements.  NOAA also remains committed to coordinating with the State of Alaska, 

communities, stakeholders, and all relevant partners on any actions pertaining to these 

nominations.  
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If you have further questions, please contact Makeda Okolo, Director of NOAA’s Office of 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-4981 or makeda.okolo@noaa.gov. 

 

 Sincerely,    

  

        

  

Dr. Richard W. Spinrad 

Under Secretary of Commerce  

for Oceans and Atmosphere 

  and NOAA Administrator 

 

Enclosure 
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Approved and esigned memo attached.

Very Respectfully,

LCDR Larry V. Thomas Jr
Executive Advisor
Office of the Under Secretary of Commerce
 for Oceans and Atmosphere
1401 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20230
Cell Phone- (202) 961-5904
NOAA Google line: (401) 646-2843
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